
FCC Introduction 
October 20, 2016 



2 

Agenda 

• Ghostery Introduction 

• Our thoughts on the FCC Proposed Rulemaking 

– Web Browsing History – Sensitive information or not? 

– IP Address – PII? 
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About Me 
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• Chief Executive Officer, Co-Founder 

• President and CEO 

• VP & General Manager, NYTimes.com 

• VP & General Manager, B2C 

• Early career 
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Millions Of Consumers Rely On Ghostery To Control  

How They Are Tracked Online 
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Businesses Rely On Ghostery To Optimize The Digital User Experience,  

Driving Revenues And Profits 

Ghostery Tracker MapTM  

Note: Sears.com is not a Ghostery customer. 
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The Problem: “Frankenstack” Ruins Consumer Experience, Losing Billions in 

Online Revenue 

Marketing Technology 
“Frankenstack”  

No Optimization 
Platform 

Source: (1) ChiefMarTec.com. (2) Amazon internal study 2013. (3) Radware internal study 2014. (4) Ponemon Institute & Ghostery 
Mixed Content Warnings Study – September 2014. (5) European Global Data Protection Regulation.  

 Poor Online 
Experience 

Lost Revenues & 
Higher Costs 

Billions of dollars of lost 
revenue and increased costs 
 Slow pages killing commerce 

and ad revenues2,3 

 Data loss 

 Security threats4 

 Privacy compliance risks5 

 

 Number of marketing 
technology companies doubled 
in 2015.1 

 Complexity increasing with 
growth of mobile and IoT 

+ + = 

PERFORMANCE GOVERNANCE 

SECURITY 
 

PRIVACY 
 

Consumer frustration and 
mistrust from a miserable 
digital experience  
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Ghostery Overview 

Founded in 2009, Ghostery empowers consumers and businesses to create 

safer, faster, and more trusted digital experiences  

PERFORMANCE GOVERNANCE PRIVACY 

 

SECURITY 

 

MCM 

 
Ad Choices 

 

App Choices 

 
App Notice Site Notice 

Ghostery 

Plug-In 
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Ghostery Business Model Overview 
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Proprietary Data 

Library of 2,000+ Marketing 
Technology Vendors globally. 

Curated and regularly updated 

Real user data from millions 
of global opt-in contributors 

Ghostery Proprietary 
Database 

Patented web analytics technology 
and IP portfolio 

 

Business Solutions 

Compliance technology powering 3+ 
billion ads daily for 300+ clients in 40 

languages. Opt-out lab powers 
enforcement of Ad Choices program 

 

4.8 billion tag loads analyzed 
across 87 million pages weekly 
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Market Share Leader in Privacy Compliance Across All Devices 
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Behaviorally-Targeted Ads Bought & Sold 
Across Desktop, Mobile Web and In-App 

Compliance for Data Collection on 
Sites and Apps 
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How Web Browsing History Is Used In Advertising – The Same For ISPs as Any 

Other Company. Not Combined With Personal Data By Default 
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http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section1 
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How Web Browsing History Is Used In Advertising – The Same For ISPs as Any 

Other Company. Not Combined With Personal Data By Default 
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http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section1 
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How Web Browsing History Is Used In Advertising – The Same For ISPs as Any 

Other Company. Not Combined With Personal Data By Default 

Private & Confidential | © 2016 Ghostery, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section2 
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How Web Browsing History Is Used In Advertising – The Same For ISPs as Any 

Other Company. Not Combined With Personal Data By Default 
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http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section3 
 

http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section3
http://info.evidon.com/about_behavioral_advertising/section3
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Agenda 

• Ghostery Introduction 

• Our thoughts on the FCC Proposed Rulemaking 

– Web Browsing History – Sensitive information or not? 

– IP Address – PII? 
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ISPs And Publishers Collect The Same Web Browsing History, So The Privacy 

Controls Should Be The Same (I) 
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https://www.google.com/settings/u/0/ads/authenticated 
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ISPs And Publishers Collect The Same Web Browsing History, So The Privacy 

Controls Should Be The Same (II) 
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http://privacy.aol.com/ 
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Summary of Ghostery’s Perspective 

• Web Browsing data is collected the same way, regardless of whether the 

company is an ISP or a Publisher, Social Network, Retailer, etc.  The consumer 

controls, therefore, should work the same way. 

– This is the widely accepted FTC and DAA regime 

– That ISPs can only use intrusive methods like Deep Packet Inspection to segment out use of 

personal/sensitive information is false 
 

• IP Address should not constitute “PII”.  This is essentially “throwing out the baby 

with the bathwater” 

– IP address is where the computer connects to the internet. It does not identify the computer, nor the 

person itself.  Therefore it does not actually contain PII unless correlated with other data sets 

– IP address, per industry standards, is never correlated in this way to identify an individual for 

advertising purposes unless the user has opted-in.  This is auditable by FCC and other regulators 

and has been standard industry practice for many years 
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AT&T 
June 2015 

THANK YOU 

 

Scott Meyer  

scott@ghostery.com 
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